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pledge themselves blindly t& lend military support; and at the conference of 1923 the doctrine, already embodied in the Irish Free State Constitution, was laid down that, except in case of invasion, a Dominion could not be involved actively in war without the assent of its own Parliament. It was further agreed that, while powers to negotiate and sign treaties should be granted by the Crown, i.e. in practice by the Imperial Government, and ratification advised by the same authority, negotiations in any matter specially affecting a Dominion should be undertaken by the Government primarily concerned, and that it should be the business of this Government to bring into the negotiations any other Government whose interests might be affected. The Canadians made the point at issue specially clear by announcing that though they had no objection to the Treaty of Lausanne recently concluded with the Turks, they could not accept responsibility for it, since they had not been consulted, and must leave the obligations under it to the British Government.
If the Empire was really a " Commonwealth of free nations " these were logical and inevitable developments, but they made large inroads into the belief, commonly accepted till then, that the Imperial Government was responsible for foreign policy, and that the Dominions would follow wherever it led. They also raised puzzling and difficult questions for international lawyers, such as whether it would be possible, if Great Britain were at war, for a Dominion to remain neutral and at peace. The answer to this from the world generally was in the negative. If Great Britain were at war, all members of the British Commonwealth would automatically be in a state of war, and, if they wished to remain neutral, would have to secede from the Commonwealth. That Commonwealth, it was said, could not have the benefits both of war and peace, and its members be free to choose either as they found convenient. Nor, said some British critics, could they expect the protection of the British fleet and the British forces if they were free at short notice to repudiate the British connexion.
But it is the virtue of British institutions that they are seldom or never pushed to their logical conclusions when these lead to a deadlock, and the conclusions of the conference were accepted broadly as laying down the principle that the                     * *•'/ -p, *   i  ' r ':%:*' *•'. 'sisted in his a motion Cor Select Committee* and it was supported by 106 Liberal members.
